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 The restoration of the log chute is a project of the 
Stanhope Museum. The museum is managed and operated 
by volunteers, and is open 4 days a week throughout the 
summer season. 

 The museum Collection contains some 5,000 items 
from 1861 to present day, including such fascinating items 
as hand-written by-laws, school records, voter’s lists, tools, 
quilts, hundreds of photographs, and even records from a 
Temperance vote! 

 The museum operates to Ontario Museum Associa-
tion standards, and maintains its collection of documents, 
photographs and other ephemera in a fire-proof vault in the 
basement of the township offices. All items are catalogued 
and organized via a computerized database. 

 A highlight of the museum is its Heritage Gardens 
which include perennials, vegetables, herbs and a wild 
meadow. The gardens are free, so visit often to see the 
changing blooms and the creatures they attract. 

 Donations to our Collection are always welcome. 
Visit our website to find out more about what we collect and 
why. 

 Volunteers are welcome, too - just give us a call to 
find out how you can help preserve Stanhope’s heritage. 

1123 North Shore Rd. 
R.R. #2          Minden, ON           K0M 2K0 

Located 700m off Hwy. 35, beside the Township Offices 

Open seasonally mid-June through October 
Mon., Wed., Thurs., and Sat.       11 am - 4 pm 

 
Tel: 705.489-2379 or 705.489.3554 

Email: info@stanhopemuseum.on.ca 
Web: www.stanhopemuseum.on.ca 

The Stanhope Museum 

Directions 
The log chute is off Hwy. 35 via the Little Hawk 
Rd. (County Rd. #13). 

Little Hawk Rd. is 25 km north of Minden, 11 km 
north of Carnarvon and 24 km south of Dorset. 

Turn onto Little Hawk 
Rd. and go 3 km to Big 
Hawk Rd. Turn left and 
go another 3 km to #1584 
and look for this sign. You 
can’t miss it. 

Historic Site  

     This historic site isn’t just about a 
big old log chute. It also represents a long 
history of using hundreds of dams to control 
water levels, a task now overseen by the 
Trent-Severn Waterway.  

 Dams were built originally by 
loggers for use in spring river drives. In 
1906 the control of local waters was 
transferred to the federal government and 
many dams were rebuilt of concrete. 

 To maintain the dams and check on 
water levels at Hawk, Kennisis, Trout, 
Crab, Cat and Paint Lakes required the 
services of a “damkeeper”.  

 This man would travel by canoe, 
paddling his circuit and reporting back the 
status of dams and water levels to the 
federal government.  

 In 1908 the government built a 
house for the damkeeper in the bay 
upstream of the chute. By the 1940s the 
building was no longer needed and it was 
sold. 

Find out 
more on 
site! 

More than a log chute ... 

Their struggle. 

Our history. 



The Restoration Project 
The Hawk Lake Log Chute was originally 
built in 1861 and has been continuously 
repaired, extended and otherwise main-
tained ever since. 

In 1999 the chute was declared a desig-
nated historical site by municipal council 
and a full-fledged fund raising and restora-
tion effort was undertaken.  

The project received $50,000 from a joint 
Federal and Provincial funding program, 
and the remainder of the $140,000 came 
from public donations of cash and in-kind 
services. 

The overall project included rebuilding the 
chute and developing a park, a picnic area, 
a public toilet, and an interpretive pavil-
lion. A walking trail was also developed, in 
partnership with the Haliburton Highlands 
Trails and Tours Network. 

The new chute was completed by 9 men in 9 
days in the spring of 2005. Blueprints from 
a 1947 reconstruction of the same chute 
were used to ensure accuracy. 

Detailed online photo galleries illustrate 
the history of the chute, the new construc-
tion, and a fabulous series of Before + After 
comparisons. Visit 
www.stanhopemuseum.on.ca. 

A log chute is a man-made trough that was used to carry logs over rough river land-
scape to a sawmill. The log chute was developed in Canada in 1829 to circumnavigate 
the Chaudière Falls in Quebec.   

In the late 1800s there were thousands of wooden chutes around the province and 
dozens in the county of Haliburton, but they're all gone now. Some rotted into the 
landscape; others were deliberately dismantled, burned or replaced with concrete. 

There’s been a log chute on this site since 1861 and this chute is now the only one of 
its kind in Ontario. That makes it important not only to Haliburton County, but also 
to the province of Ontario.  

This historic site is a testament to the tenac-
ity and perseverance of the tens of thousands 
of men who made their living in the logging 
industry, and whose courage helped forged 
the communities of rural Ontario. 

Our motto is: Their Struggle. Our History. 
Come and see what we mean. 

A Truly Canadian Icon 

Come and enjoy a variety of things to 
do at the Hawk Lake Log Chute. 

Relax with a picnic lunch beside the 
roaring waters, then follow the loop 
trail through lovely, sun-dappled 
woods. 

Find out how the chute, music, the 
alphabet, England, tools, glaciers and our soaring forests are all connected! 

Enjoy the viewpoints, and stand face-to-face with 2 million-year-old rock! 

Take some photos and be sure to enjoy the abundant plants that live in this 
rocky terrain - bluebells, Columbine, and endless ferns and wildflowers! 

Throw your line into the water above the dam and keep your fingers crossed 
for a nice, fat bass! 

Fido will enjoy the site, too, but please use a leash and be sure to clean up 
after your pet. 

What’s Going On? 


